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ABSTRACT. The first records of Scutigera co- 
leoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) in Belarus are provided, 
one in the city of Brest and the other in the city of 
Gomel. Both records are clearly synathropic. 


PE3IOME. IIpupeyensi CBeMeHnHA O NepBbIX Ha- 
xonkax Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) B Be- 
Jlapycu, ogma B ropoge bpecte, a Bropas B ropone 
Tomese. OGe HaXOJKH ABHO CHHAHTpONHBIE. 


The centipede fauna of Belarus is still poorly-known. 
Altogether, only eight species have hitherto been re- 
corded in the country, including five Lithobiomorpha 
and three Geophilomorpha [Maksimova, 2014]. The 
chilopods have solely been reported from natural habi- 
tats. As regards the anthropogenic habitats in Belarus, 
we can add here the house centipede, Scutigera co- 
leoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758). 

The order Scutigeromorpha, and the family Scuti- 
geridae it belongs to, are both distributed almost world- 
wide, occurring on all continents except Antarctica, on 
all major islands and many oceanic archipelagos; nu- 
merous records refer to introduced populations of S. 
coleoptrata [Bonato, Zapparoli, 2011]. 

S. coleoptrata is a synanthropic species which is 
most common indoors in cities. Active expansions of 
the species into Ukraine and Russia have been ob- 
served over the last two decades [Merzlikin, 2013; 
Nefediev et al., 2016]. 

This species was first recorded in southeastern Be- 
larus in the early 2000’s in the cellar of a house in the 
city of Gomel. The house centipede has recently been 
found also in the city of Brest [O.I. Borodin, pers. 
comm., 2015] (Fig. 1). 

S. coleoptrata becomes an increasingly ordinary, 
no longer rare, synanthropic species in Belarus. This 
species is listed in the Red Data Book of Ukraine 
[Tarashchuk, 2009], in the red data books of the Dnepro- 
petrovsk [Brigadirenko, 2011] and Kharkiv regions 


[Bartenev, 2013], as well as of the city of Kramatorsk, 
Donetsk Region, all in Ukraine [Vysochin, 2010]. 
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Fig. 1. Collecting localities of Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 
1758) in Belarus. 

Puc. 1. Mecra naxogox Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) 
B benapycu. 
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